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story of sour grapes.   Temporal power had fallen into other
hands.   Let it go, and lay claim to some other attribute.
Spirituality is always a good line for anyone to ascribe to
him- or herself, or to one it is desired to honour but whose
talents are hard to define. It was specially sound for
Indians. They could find an immensity of prima fade
evidence to support their case. There has seldom been a
race whose educated and cultured members have had as
great a fecundity of ideas and subtlety of interpretation.
Visitors who took their impressions solely from the upper
crust might well have left prepared to preach the gospel
according to Suresh and his friends.
Outside the infinitesimal proportion of the population
which took part in such exhilarating intellectual exercises,
little support for the theory could be discovered. Peasant,
merchant, banya and politician, all had as sharp an eye for
the main chance as could be found among their counter-
parts anywhere in the wide world. Indeed, the money-
lender who had attempted, in the Western world, to
demonstrate his grasp of material realities by the same
methods as were common in India would have had a pretty
rough time. The British passed laws to limit interest and
mitigate the worst evils of the mortgage system ; but among
the congested millions of the countryside the writ of the
law ran only where someone opened the door to let it in.
When I was back in India this year, I expected to find
that the " minds-above-mundane-matters " school would
have vanished along with the conditions which gave it birth.
Not a bit of it. It has grown larger and more vociferous.
And from a faith in the Indian knowledge of the eternal
verities, as opposed to the internal combustion engine and
the flush-closet, it has developed into an all-embracing
superiority. Oddly enough, the facets of the Indian
character that are most frequently fastened upon by public
speakers, and in private conversation, for commendation are
the two one would have least expected. To-day it is almost